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Note from the Author 

 The Bible can be hard to understand. Its 

meaning isn’t always clear. And some passages seem 

to contradict each other. Many disagree over how to 

interpret it. Each denomination has its own set of 

teachings. These can be very different in spite of being 

based on the same book! 

 People can get so caught up defending their 

position that they stray from what the Bible says. But 

so much confusion can be cleared up by letting it 

speak for itself. This book takes a simple look at what 

it says about ten of its major topics. It will introduce 

you to the basic teachings of the Bible.  

I hope this book lays a solid doctrinal 

foundation for you. May it help you read the Bible 

personally and profitably! May you be reformed as 

you begin to understand and obey the Bible’s 

teachings!
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What the Bible Says about Itself 

The Bible is a remarkable book. It has sold 

more copies and been translated into more languages 

than any other book. Its text has been preserved 

reliably for thousands of years. Its history continues to 

be verified by archaeology and other written sources. 

The unity of its message, fulfillment of its prophecies, 

and change it produces testify to its supernatural 

character.  

The Bible is truly a remarkable book, and it 

makes remarkable claims about itself. 

What Is the Bible? 

The English word "Bible" comes from a Greek 

word that means "book." But the Bible is actually a 

collection of 66 books. These books were written by 

multiple authors over a period of 1500 years. They are 

a library including several types of literature.  

The Bible has two major divisions. The Old 

Testament contains 39 books and includes law, 

history, poetry, wisdom, and prophecy. The New 

Testament contains 27 books and includes Gospels, 

history, letters, and prophecy. 

How Did We Get the Bible? 

The Bible wasn't dropped out of heaven, fully 

written and complete. It is the product of a gradual, 

five-step process: 
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1. Revelation. God reveals Himself and makes 

Himself known. 

2. Inspiration. God empowers men to write down 

what He reveals without errors or mistakes. 

3. Selection. Israel and the early church set apart 

writings that are recognized as inspired by God. 

4. Transmission. Inspired writings are preserved. 

New copies are made as old copies wear out. 

5. Translation. The Bible is read in its original 

languages and copied into other languages. 

What Does the Bible Say? 

The Bible tells the story of God's relationship 

with His people.  

The Old Testament says He creates the 

universe and all life in it. Adam and Eve disobey Him 

and put humanity under the curse of sin and death. 

He chooses Israel to be His special nation through 

whom He will redeem men from the curse and 

reconcile them to Himself. He will do this through the 

ministry of a special person called the Messiah. 

The New Testament says Jesus comes to fulfill 

these promises. He is born of a virgin, lives a sinless 

life, conducts a 3-year ministry, dies on the cross, and 

rises from the dead. He is coming again to reward the 

righteous and punish the wicked. On that day, God 
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will create a new universe where His people will live 

with Him forever.  

What Does the Bible Say About Itself? 

The Bible says it is God-breathed. Paul tells 

Timothy, "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful" 

(2 Timothy 3:16). This means the authors of the Bible 

wrote what God told them to write. He used their 

experiences, personalities, and writing styles to 

communicate about Himself.  

The Bible also says its prophecies are divine 

rather than human in origin. Peter says, "Men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy 

Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21). God revealed Himself to 

prophets and made sure they passed on that 

information accurately. He guided and supervised 

them as they wrote about Him. 

The Bible is the Word of God. It is the truest 

and most reliable source about Him. It tells us who He 

is and what He does. It also tells us who we are and 

how we can have a relationship with Him. 
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What the Bible Says about God 

The world is confused about God. And who can 

blame them? There are so many religions, each 

promoting its own unique version of God and 

distinctive way to worship Him. The media portrays 

cultural and popular ideas about God as well. Without 

an absolute source of religious truth, it would be 

impossible to discern what He is like! 

God has graciously given us such a source. He 

reveals Himself to us - who He is, what He does, and 

how to have a relationship with Him - in the Bible. All 

that the Bible says about Him expands upon three 

basic facts: 

Fact #1: God Exists 

Today it is fashionable to deny that God exists. 

Christians spend much time arguing for His existence 

from science, logic, and philosophy. But this was not 

so in the ancient world. Ancient peoples believed in 

and worshiped many gods. Therefore, the writers of 

the Bible do not bother asking, "Does God exist?" 

They instead answer the question, "Which god 

exists?" 

Moses tells the Israelites before they enter 

Canaan, "Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, the 

LORD is one" (Deuteronomy 6:4). They are about to 

drive out the Canaanites, who worship an entire 
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assembly of gods. So Moses reminds them that their 

God is the true God.  

The Bible says the God of Israel is the only god 

who exists; all others are fake. They are demons who 

pretend to be gods in order to lead people astray. 

Fact #2: God is Personal 

The Bible says God is a person. He is not a 

physical being, but He is a person who can be known 

nonetheless. He has all the features of a personality - 

He thinks, feels, and makes decisions. His character is 

multifaceted and all of His attributes are perfect. 

Perhaps His strangest attribute is that He 

exists as three persons. These three people share the 

same personality and power, but each maintains His 

own identity and role.  

Fact #3: God is Active 

God is not a distant deity who is removed from 

creation or far off from us. The Bible says He is active 

in creation. He is the creator of the universe and the 

source and sustainer of life. He directs the affairs of 

the world toward the achievement of His purposes. He 

raises up and tears down nations and kings as He sees 

fit. He determines where and when people will live. 

The Bible also says God is active in the lives of 

His people. This is true in both the Old and New 

Testament.  
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He chooses Israel to be His special people and 

pursues a relationship with them through prophets, 

priests, and kings. He becomes flesh and lives among 

them as Jesus of Nazareth, and builds the church 

upon Jesus' sacrifice. He foreknows, predestines, 

calls, justifies, and will glorify those who belong to 

Him in Christ. And He lives within them by the 

presence of the Holy Spirit. 

But God's activity in our lives is more than just 

religious; it is deeply personal. He cares about the 

situations and circumstances we face on a daily basis. 

He relates to and comforts us in our struggles. He 

provides what we need so we can do what He wants. 

And He makes Himself available when we need mercy 

and grace. 
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What the Bible Says about Satan 

There are many false ideas about Satan. Some 

deny that he exists and reduce him to superstition or a 

personification of evil. Others hold a dualistic view 

and make him equal with God. Many Christians think 

he is their personal enemy and blame him for the 

ungodliness and dysfunction in their lives. 

None of these ideas correspond to what the 

Bible says about Satan. All that it says about him 

expands upon three basic facts: 

Fact #1: Satan Exists 

The Bible says that Satan exists. Seven books of 

the Old Testament and every author of the New 

Testament speak of him. Jesus teaches about him 

regularly.  

But he did not always exist. In the beginning, 

God created a spiritual realm in addition to the 

physical universe. This realm is inhabited by heavenly 

beings called angels. Satan belongs to this realm and 

is therefore an angel. 

Ezekiel prophesies against the king of Tyre in 

Ezekiel 28. Some say he looks beyond the king in 

28:11-19 to condemn Satan who uses and controls 

him. If this is true, these verses paint a portrait of 

Satan before he became corrupt. He was originally 
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beautiful, wise, powerful, and highly privileged, 

perhaps God's greatest creation. 

Fact #2: Satan is Personal 

The Bible says that Satan is personal. It 

describes him as a real person with the features of a 

personality. It also calls him several names and uses 

symbols to portray him. These names and symbols 

reveal his personality to be entirely hostile, wicked, 

and worthless. 

Isaiah prophesies against the king of Babylon 

in Isaiah 13 & 14. Some say he looks beyond the king 

in 14:12-14 to condemn Satan who uses and controls 

him. If this is true, these verses make plain that 

Satan's personality is full of pride and blasphemy. 

Fact #3: Satan is Active 

The Bible says that Satan is active. He opposes 

God and seeks to destroy the church, deceive 

mankind, and hinder the gospel. He accomplishes this 

through his control over the world.  

In the New Testament, "world" usually refers to 

the fallen spiritual system on earth that is comprised 

of and informs mankind's sinful thoughts, attitudes, 

and decisions. Satan fills the world with false 

teaching, temptation, and hatred for Jesus to draw 

men away from God and toward sin. 
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But Satan will not remain active forever; his 

activities will be brought to an end. Upon His return, 

Jesus will destroy the world and cast Satan into a 

place of eternal torment and punishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

What the Bible Says about Angels & 

Demons 

The naturalistic worldview denies the existence 

of the supernatural, and many claim it is a realistic 

worldview. Yet our entertainment betrays our interest 

and belief in the supernatural. Books, movies, T.V. 

shows, and artwork that feature angels, demons, 

ghosts, and other supernatural beings are wildly 

popular. 

Unfortunately, angels and demons are not 

always accurately portrayed. Only the Bible portrays 

the truth about angels and demons. What it says 

about them expands upon three basic facts: 

Fact #1: Angels & Demons Exist 

The Bible says that angels and demons exist. 

The Old Testament speaks of angels over 100x and the 

New Testament speaks of them 165x. It also speaks of 

demons over 100x and indicates that the false gods 

spoken of often in the Old Testament are actually 

demons (1 Corinthians 10:20). 

God created angels as spiritual beings. The 

Bible implies they were created before the physical 

universe, there are far too many of them to count, and 

they are organized into ranks. It doesn't explain the 

origin of demons, but they are most likely angels who 

decided to rebel against God. 
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Fact #2: Angels & Demons are Personal 

The Bible says angels and demons are personal. 

It describes them as real people with all the features of 

personality. They are superior to humans in power, 

intelligence, and duration. But they are inferior and 

accountable to God as His creatures. 

The Bible says all angels were originally created 

holy and good. Paul charges Timothy "in the sight 

of...the elect angels" (1 Timothy 5:21), so it appears 

God chose to keep most of them for Himself. But a 

minority of them sinned along with Satan and were 

forever confirmed in their unholy state as demons. 

The New Testament frequently refers to them as "evil" 

or "unclean" spirits. 

Fact #3: Angels & Demons are Active 

The Hebrew and Greek words for "angel" mean 

"messenger.” They designate someone who speaks or 

acts on behalf of somebody else.  

Angels speak and act on behalf of God. 

They worship Him, deliver His messages, minister 

to His people, execute His judgments, battle against 

His enemies, and will escort Jesus at His 

return. Demons speak and act on behalf of Satan. 

They advance his work of deception and temptation, 

help him oppose the spread of the gospel, and harm 

humans by oppressing and possessing them. 
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How Angels & Demons Affect You 

The ongoing conflict between angels and 

demons is commonly called "spiritual warfare." The 

Bible doesn't say much about this topic. Here are 

three sensible suggestions for how you should 

approach it: 

1. Be aware that it exists. God and His angels are 

at war against Satan and his demons in both 

the heavenly and earthly realms. 

2. Do not seek angels. Grow in your relationship 

with God and thank Him for being active in 

your life, whether it involves angels or not. 

3. Do not seek demons. It is unwise to look for 

demons in order to confront them. Rather, 

devote yourself to preaching the gospel. 
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What the Bible Says about Mankind 

Every philosophy, religion, and culture seeks to 

answer fundamental questions about mankind. These 

questions include our origin, purpose, predicament, 

redemption, and destiny. Only the Bible gives true 

and consistent answers to these fundamental 

questions: 

Origin: “How Did We Get Here?” 

Intelligent design and evolution are the 

primary theories of mankind's origin. Intelligent 

design says we are the result of a deliberate act of 

creation. Evolution says we are the result of an 

accidental process of mutation and natural selection.  

The Bible says, "In the beginning God created 

the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). We part of 

that creation: "So God created man in his own 

image...male and female He created them" (Genesis 

1:27). How did we get here? God created us in His 

image and likeness. 

Purpose: “Why Are We Here?” 

Some say we have no purpose. Others say it is 

simply to be happy, be a good person, or reproduce. 

The Bible tells us why God created us: "Then God 

said, 'Let us make man in our image, and in our 

likeness, and let them rule...over all the earth'" 

(Genesis 1:26). He says to the first man and woman, 
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"Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 

subdue it" (Genesis 1:28).  

Why are we here? God created and authorized 

us to rule over the earth as His kingly representatives. 

Predicament: “What's Wrong with Us?” 

It is hard to deny there is something wrong 

with mankind. Some say our problem is ignorance. 

Others say it is superstition or religion. The Bible says 

our problem is sin. Adam and Eve (the first man and 

woman) were plunged into strife, suffering, death, and 

separation from God when they disobeyed Him 

(Genesis 3).  

This is our predicament as well, for we are born 

with the guilt of Adam's sin and his propensity toward 

sin. What's wrong with us? We are sinners born into a 

sinful race and a sinful world. 

Redemption: “How Do We Solve Our 

Problems?” 

The Western world tries to solve mankind's 

problems by advances in science, technology, 

medicine, and education. But our efforts are futile; 

only God can redeem us from sin and its 

consequences. He did this by sending His Son Jesus 

into the world (John 3:16). 

Jesus took mankind's guilt upon Himself and 

paid the penalty for our sin on our behalf (2 
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Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24). He 

rose from the dead and offers forgiveness and eternal 

life to all who believe in Him (Acts 2:38; Romans 

6:23). How do we solve our problems? By trusting in 

Jesus' sacrifice and living for Him. 

Destiny: “Where Are We Going?” 

Mankind has always been fascinated by the 

afterlife. There are many different answers to the 

question, "What happens when we die?" The Bible 

says we are consigned to heaven or hell for eternity. 

Jesus speaks of the final judgment and says, "Then 

[the wicked] will go away to eternal punishment, but 

the righteous to eternal life" (Matthew 25:46).  

Where are we going? Those who believe in 

Jesus are going to heaven. Those who reject Him are 

going to hell (John 3:18). 
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What the Bible Says about Sin 

"Sin" is an unpopular word because our culture 

promotes flagrant self-expression. Some view it as a 

medieval concept and reduce it to a fear tactic. Others 

see it as a manipulative concept and reduce it to a 

control tactic.  

However we try to resist it, sin is a biblical 

concept that gives us useful insight into human nature 

and humanity's problems. Only the Bible tells us the 

truth about sin and how it affects us. 

Nature of Sin 

Sin is a varied concept in the Bible. The Old 

Testament uses eight different words for it; the New 

Testament uses twelve. The most basic words mean 

"to miss the mark," to fall short of God's 

perfect standard. The others mean to disobey, wander, 

rebel, or be guilty. So “sin” refers to any violation of 

God's character or deviation from His will. 

Origin of Sin 

God is not the source of sin and cannot be 

blamed for it. After creating mankind, "God saw all 

that he had made, and it was very good" (Genesis 

1:31). James reminds us that "God cannot be tempted 

by evil, nor does he tempt anyone" (James 1:13). 
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Sin came into the world when Adam and Eve 

disobeyed God. Rather than trusting in His provision 

and goodness, they ate the forbidden fruit and broke 

His command (Genesis 3:1-7). 

Scope of Sin 

Adam and Eve's sin cast all humanity into 

strife, suffering, and death (Genesis 3:14-19). Paul 

reasons that "sin entered the world through one man, 

and death through sin, and in this way death came to 

all men, because all sinned" (Romans 5:12). Adam 

acted as mankind's representative, so the guilt and 

penalty of his sin is transferred to each member of his 

race. 

Sin affects all humanity and all of human 

nature. No part of our being is uncorrupted by sin - it 

defiles how we feel, think, decide, speak, and act. 

Consequences of Sin 

The first consequence of sin is slavery. When 

we disobey God, we offer ourselves as slaves to sin and 

it makes us do things we would rather not do 

(Romans 6:16; 7:20). The second consequence is 

death. When we sin, we subject ourselves to spiritual 

and physical death (Ephesians 2:1; Genesis 3:22). The 

third consequence is condemnation. All who die in 

their sins are condemned to eternal punishment in 

hell (Matthew 13:40-42, 49-50; 25:46). 
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Remedy for Sin 

Sin is only remedied by sacrifice. God allowed 

Israel to offer animal sacrifices as payment for their 

sins. Jesus died on the cross as a sacrifice for the sins 

of all mankind (1 John 2:2). The author of Hebrews 

declares that "we have been made holy through the 

sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all" 

(Hebrews 10:10).  

The only way to be rescued from sin is to trust 

in Jesus' sacrifice on your behalf and commit your life 

to Him. 
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What the Bible Says about Salvation 

“Salvation” means to be saved or rescued. Each 

religion offers its own system of salvation and is 

primarily concerned with answering the question, 

“What’s wrong with us and how can we be fixed?” The 

Bible alone tells us the truth about salvation. It says 

our problem is sin and only God can save us. 

Before We Get Started 

There are two clarifications that need to be 

made about salvation: 

It is a work of God 

Whereas other religions say we are saved by 

what we do, the Bible says we are saved by what God 

does for us. He does expect us to respond in faith and 

obedience to His saving work, but salvation is His 

work from start to finish. Paul reminds us that it is 

"not from ourselves, it is the gift of God" (Ephesians 

2:8). 

It is a process 

We try to pinpoint salvation to a single 

moment, but it is a process that spans all of history 

and includes several steps. Paul summarizes it: "For 

those God foreknew he also predestined...and those 

he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 

justified; those he justified, he also glorified" (Romans 
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8:29-30). There are four basic steps God takes to save 

us: 

Predestination 

"Predestination" means to choose beforehand. 

Long ago, God chose those whom He wanted and 

decided to save them. Paul says, "For God chose us in 

Jesus before the creation of the world...in love he 

predestined us to be adopted as his sons through 

Jesus Christ" (Ephesians 1:4-5).  

Justification 

"Justification" is a legal term that means to 

declare someone, "Not guilty!" Jesus paid the penalty 

for our sins so we could be declared “not guilty.” Paul 

says, "Jesus was delivered over to death for our sins 

and was raised to life for our justification" (Romans 

4:25). He also says God sacrificed Jesus "to 

demonstrate his justice...so as to be just and the one 

who justifies those who have faith in Jesus" (Romans 

3:26). 

Sanctification 

"Sanctification" means to be cleansed or 

purified. After God saves us, He purges us of our sin. 

Paul lists the wicked who will not inherit His kingdom 

and says, "And that is what some of you were. But you 

were washed, you were sanctified...by the Spirit of our 

God" (1 Corinthians 6:11). This cleansing is 
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accomplished by the presence and power of the Holy 

Spirit in our lives (2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2). 

Glorification 

"Glorification" means to treat someone or 

something with honor. God will raise us from the dead 

at Jesus' return and give us new bodies immune to the 

corruption of sin, sickness, and death. Paul says that 

although the body "is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 

glory" (1 Corinthians 15:43). He also says Jesus "will 

transform our lowly bodies to be like his glorious 

body" (Philippians 3:21). 
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What the Bible Says about the Church 

Many people (including Christians) have a poor 

attitude toward the church. Popular slogans like "I 

love Jesus but hate religion" make the church seem 

like an unnecessary hindrance to true Christianity. On 

top of that, each person has their own opinion about 

what the church ought to be doing. 

The Bible alone tells us the truth about the 

church. It tells us what the church is, as well as its role 

in the Christian life and the world. 

Identity of the Church 

The word "church" means "congregation" or 

"assembly.” It refers to a group of people that gathers 

together. In the Bible, the church is the assembly of 

people who gather to worship Jesus.  

The church is often identified today with a 

religious building, but this is a mistake. The church is 

made up of people who worship and obey Jesus as 

God's Son. Peter addresses the church thus: "But you 

are a chosen people...a people belonging to God...once 

you were not a people, but now you are the people of 

God" (1 Peter 2:9-10). 

Founding of the Church 

Jesus promised to build His church upon 

Peter's confession of faith in Him (Matthew 16:18). He 

founded the church on the Day of Pentecost by 
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pouring out His Spirit and empowering the apostles to 

preach about His life, death, and resurrection. Those 

who believed Peter's sermon repented, were baptized, 

and became the church (Acts 2:1-41). 

Paul says the church is "built upon the 

foundation of the apostles...with Christ Jesus himself 

as the chief cornerstone" (Ephesians 2:20). 

Fellowship of the Church 

What distinguishes the church from any other 

group of people is how we treat each other. Jesus says, 

"By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another" (John 13:35). The early church 

cared for each other so much and spent so much time 

together that they "had everything in common" and 

"were one in heart and mind" (Acts 2:44; 4:32). 

We are told to love (John 13:34), honor 

(Romans 12:10), accept (Romans 15:7), agree with (1 

Corinthians 1:10), serve (Galatians 5:13), and bear 

with (Ephesians 4:2) each other. We are also told to 

submit to (Ephesians 5:21), forgive (Colossians 3:13), 

encourage (Hebrews 3:13), and offer hospitality to (1 

Peter 4:9) one another. 

Mission of the Church 

Before ascending into heaven, Jesus tells His 

disciples to "make disciples of all nations" (Matthew 

28:19). He promises them: "You will receive power 
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when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses...to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8).  

The apostles and generations of saints after 

them have been faithful to preach the gospel to the 

remotest parts of the earth. It remains the mission of 

the church to proclaim Jesus to all who will listen. Let 

us testify to what He is doing in our lives and through 

the life of His church! 
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What the Bible Says about the Second 

Coming 

There are many theories about the end of the 

world. Only the Bible tells us the truth about how the 

world will end - with Jesus' second coming and the 

events associated with it. Christians disagree about 

the details of His return, but the Bible tells us about it 

plainly. What it says about the second coming is based 

upon three simple facts: 

Fact #1: It is certain 

Jesus tells His disciples that He will come again 

after Jerusalem is destroyed. He emphasizes the 

certainty of His return: "For as lightning that comes 

from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man...All the nations of the earth 

will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the 

sky, with power and great glory" (Matthew 24:27, 30). 

Jerusalem was destroyed by Roman armies in 

A.D. 70. Therefore, nothing stands in the way of the 

second coming. So why hasn't Jesus returned yet? 

Didn't He tell the church at the end of the first 

century, "Behold, I am coming soon" (Revelation 22:7, 

12, 20)? And hasn't it been nearly 2,000 years since 

Jerusalem was destroyed? 

Peter speaks of this delay in Jesus' return. In 

spite of those who scoff at the second coming, he 

reminds us, "The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
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promise...He is patient with you, not wanting anyone 

to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 

Peter 3:9). Jesus will not come again until all whom 

God has chosen are saved. But no matter how long it 

takes, His coming is certain. 

Fact #2: It is unexpected 

Unlike the destruction of Jerusalem, no signs 

will indicate that the second coming is near. Jesus 

compares it to the coming of a thief. He says, "So you 

also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come 

at an hour when you do not expect him" (Matthew 

24:44).  

Paul says, "The day of the Lord will come like a 

thief in the night. While people are saying, 'Peace and 

safety,' destruction will come on them suddenly" (1 

Thessalonians 5:2-3). 

Attempts to predict the date of the second 

coming are foolish and arrogant. Jesus Himself says, 

"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father" 

(Matthew 24:36). The Bible reveals how the world will 

end, not when it will end. 

Fact #3: It is final 

The second coming will trigger many other 

end-times events. Those who interpret Bible prophecy 

incorrectly divide Jesus' return into multiple comings 
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and put a complex calendar of events between them. 

However, the Bible is clear that He will only return 

once. Anything else that happens at the end of the 

world will take place on the same day. The Bible often 

refers to this as "the day of the Lord." 

Resurrection of the dead 

When Jesus returns, the dead will be raised to 

life. Daniel is told, "Multitudes who sleep in the dust 

of the earth will awake" (Daniel 12:2). Jesus says, "A 

time is coming when all who are in their graves will 

hear my voice and come out" (John 5:28-29). Paul 

comforts, "For the Lord himself will come down from 

heaven...and the dead in Christ will rise first" (1 

Thessalonians 4:16). 

Judgment 

When Jesus returns, all peoples will be 

gathered before Him for judgment. He will reward the 

righteous and condemn the wicked. He says, "When 

the Son of Man comes in his glory...all the nations will 

be gathered before him, and he will separate the 

people one from another...Then the wicked will go 

away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 

eternal life" (Matthew 25:31-46). 

New creation 

When Jesus returns, the universe will be 

destroyed and remade. Peter says, "That day will bring 
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about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 

elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his 

promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 

new earth, the home of righteousness" (2 Peter 3:12-

13). God will dwell with His people for eternity upon 

this new earth (Revelation 21:1-4). 
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What the Bible Says about Heaven & 

Hell 

There is much confusion about the afterlife. 

Some deny it and say we cease to exist when we die. 

Among those who accept it, each religion offers its 

own version. Some say there are levels through which 

we ascend. Others say we are absorbed into a 

universal consciousness. Still others say we are 

reincarnated until we escape the cycle of death and 

rebirth. 

Only the Bible tells us the truth about the 

afterlife. What it says about the afterlife expands upon 

three basic facts: 

Fact #1: Heaven & Hell are Real 

The Bible says we go to one of two places when 

we die: heaven or hell. Heaven is a wonderful place of 

joy, rest, and satisfaction. It is God's home and His 

reward for all who love Jesus. Hell is a terrible place 

of punishment, banishment, and destruction. It was 

made to punish Satan and all who follow his ways. 

Both are actual places where people go. They do not 

exist in their final form yet, but they are still real. 

Fact #2: Heaven & Hell are Personal 

Heaven and hell are personal in two ways. 

First, we experience these places as individuals. There 
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is no universal or collective consciousness. Each 

person will delight or despair in the afterlife. Second, 

we are judged on an individual basis. God will acquit 

us into heaven or condemn us to hell based on our 

own faith and works. The standard is saving faith in 

Jesus as expressed by good deeds. 

Fact #3: Heaven & Hell are Eternal 

Heaven and hell are eternal. Each of us will be 

with God and enjoy His goodness forever, or apart 

from Him and suffer His wrath forever. Some say that 

people in hell will eventually be annihilated or allowed 

into heaven. But the Bible is clear that once you are in 

heaven or hell, you are there forever.  

Heaven and hell do not exist in their final form 

yet. When Jesus returns, the universe will be 

destroyed and God will create new heavens and a new 

earth. This will be their permanent state. 

Questioning Hell 

Hell is probably the most difficult teaching of 

the Bible to accept. Here are some questions people 

commonly ask about it: 

"How can a loving God send people to hell?"  

This question asks if hell is compatible with 

God's character. The Bible says He is loving, merciful, 
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and kind. But it also says He is fair, angry, vengeful, 

and holy. A better question would be, "How can a just 

God not send people to hell?" 

"How is eternal suffering a fair punishment?"  

This question asks if the punishment fits the 

crime. Eternity seems a bit excessive when compared 

to a human lifetime. Part of the answer is that God is 

eternal, so any violation of His character is eternal in 

some sense as well. 

"Does everyone receive the same punishment?"  

In some places, the Bible suggests there are 

degrees of punishment; in others, that there is one 

punishment for all. Remember that those who go to 

hell are united in their greatest sin: rejecting Jesus 

and His sacrifice on their behalf. 

"How can I avoid hell?"  

God has made heaven available to us through 

Jesus. On the cross, Jesus took the punishment for 

our sins upon Himself and died in our place. He 

satisfied the wrath and justice of God and stands 

ready to forgive our sins. If you trust Him and are 

baptized in His name, you will go to heaven. But if you 

refuse to trust Him, you will die in your sins and go to 

hell. 
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