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Note from the Author 

 A “bastion” is part of a castle wall that juts out 

at an angle. It allows the defenders to fire in many 

directions, thus strengthening their defense. It can 

also refer to someone who upholds a particular set of 

values. In this sense, a “bastion” would be a champion 

or hero. 

The major characters of the Bible are its 

“bastions.” God uses them to advance His plan of 

redemption. Each exemplifies (in some way) salvation 

by grace through faith. This book summarizes the 

lives of ten Bible characters. It explains how they 

point to Jesus. And it applies their stories to our 

Christian lives. 

I hope this book adds meaning to your Bible 

reading. May you understand the unity and depth of 

God’s Word. And like its “bastions,” may your life and 

faith be reformed into a reflection of Jesus.
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Adam: “Let Us Make Man in Our 

Image” 

Adam was the original human being. On the 

sixth day of creation, God decided to make man in His 

own image and likeness. So He created Adam and 

placed him in the Garden of Eden to care for it. After 

Adam named the animals and realized his need for 

companionship, God created Eve and brought her to 

him. God blessed them and authorized them to rule 

over all creation. 

Adam and Eve enjoyed perfect fellowship with 

God until they disobeyed Him and ate the forbidden 

fruit. He banished them from the Garden and 

subjected them to strife, suffering, and death. Adam 

had sons and daughters with Eve and lived 930 years. 

You can read his full story in Genesis 1:26 - 5:5. 

The First Adam 

Genesis 1 - 5 makes three simple points about 

Adam that are relevant for all people: 

God created Adam 

Genesis 2:7 says, "God formed the man from 

the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life, and the man became a living being." 
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Mankind is the result of a deliberate act of creation, 

not an accidental process of evolution. 

God blessed Adam 

Genesis 1:28 says, "God blessed them and said 

to them, 'Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 

earth and subdue it.'" God told Adam and Eve to 

multiply and prosper. He wants mankind to have 

dominion over the earth and enjoy its goodness. 

Adam disobeyed God 

Adam and Eve ate the fruit from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:16-17, 3:1-7), so 

God punished them for their disobedience (3:16-19). 

Mankind has been disobeying God and suffering His 

wrath against sin ever since. 

The Second Adam 

Adam is an important figure in the New 

Testament. Paul contrasts him with Jesus to teach 

important theological concepts: 

Original sin 

Paul explains the far-reaching consequences of 

Adam's disobedience in Romans 5:12-21. When Adam 

sinned and became subject to death, all men sinned 

and became subject to death. But Jesus' obedience has 
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far-reaching consequences as well. All who receive 

Him are justified and given eternal life.  

"For just as through the disobedience of the 

one man the many were made sinners, so also through 

the obedience of the one man the many will be made 

righteous" (5:19). 

Resurrection of the dead 

Paul defends the resurrection of the dead in 1 

Corinthians 15. He argues that resurrection comes 

through a man just as death came through a man. 

"For as in Adam all die, in Christ all will be made 

alive" (15:22).  

He goes on to argue that just as Adam (the 

natural man) came first and then Jesus (the spiritual 

man), so our natural bodies will be raised as spiritual 

bodies. "And just as we have borne the likeness of the 

earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man 

from heaven" (15:49). 

Image of God 

Adam was created in the image of God. When 

he was 130 years old, "he had a son in his own 

likeness, in his own image" (Genesis 5:3). While it is 

popular to say all men are created in God's image, the 

Bible says we are created in the image of our father 

Adam.  
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It is only by finding our identity in Jesus that 

the image of God is formed in us. Paul says that the 

new self "is being renewed in knowledge in the image 

of its Creator" (Colossians 3:10). When Jesus saves 

you, He creates you anew in His own image and 

likeness. 
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Abraham: “All Nations Will Be Blessed 

through You” 

Abraham is one of the most famous and 

important people in the Bible. God makes him lofty 

promises that come at steep prices. In spite of the 

cost, he responds in faithful obedience and becomes 

the founding father of the nation of Israel.  

His relationship with God and his faith in God's 

promises are important topics in the New Testament. 

He is more than an Old Testament hero; he is a 

pattern of saving faith in Jesus Christ. In fact, the 

gospel can be presented through the lens of his life 

and legacy.  

Old Testament Person 

Abraham is the Bible's man of faith. At the age 

of seventy-five, God commands him to leave his home 

in Mesopotamia and move to Canaan. Although his 

wife is barren, God promises to give him numerous 

descendants. He also promises to give them the land 

and turn them into a great nation.  

At the age of one hundred, God gives Abraham 

a son by his wife through whom these promises will 

come true. You can read his story in Genesis 12 - 25. 
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Abraham and Jesus 

Two main passages from Abraham's story 

apply to Jesus. The first passage is God's promise to 

Abraham (then "Abram") in Genesis 12:3. God tells 

Abram to leave his home and go to the land He will 

show him. God promises to bless him and make him 

into a great nation.  

At the end of this promise He says, "All peoples 

on earth will be blessed through you." He later 

expands this promise to say, "Through your offspring 

all nations on earth will be blessed" (Genesis 22:18).  

The second passage is Genesis 15:6. Abram is 

unsure how God can fulfill His promises since he has 

no son. God promises to give him a son and offspring 

as countless as the stars. "Abram believed the LORD, 

and it was credited to him as righteousness." 

Paul applies these passages to Jesus and the 

salvation available in Him. He explains that "the 

promises were spoken to Abraham and his seed...who 

is Christ" (Galatians 3:16). He concludes, "If you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and 

heirs according to the promise" (Galatians 3:29).  

Jesus is the "seed" (offspring, descendant) of 

Abraham. When you identify yourself with Jesus, you 

too become Abraham's descendant and receive the 

blessing promised to him. What is this blessing? "That 
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God would justify the Gentiles by faith." Through this 

promise God "announced the gospel in advance to 

Abraham" (Galatians 3:8)!  

Jesus "redeemed us in order that the blessing 

given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through 

Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the 

promise of the Spirit" (Galatians 3:14).  

God justified Abraham by his faith and will do 

the same "for us who believe in him who raised Jesus 

our Lord from the dead" (Romans 4:24). This promise 

of justification by faith is "guaranteed to all 

Abraham's offspring...those who are of the faith of 

Abraham" (Romans 4:16). 

New Testament Perspective 

Abraham is so much more than a Bible 

character you learn about in Sunday school – he is our 

spiritual father. Because of his faithfulness and 

obedience to God, you and I are justified by faith in 

Jesus Christ today.  

God did bless Abraham with offspring and 

make them into a great nation. From this nation 

descended his greatest offspring who offers better 

promises to all who receive Him by faith. 
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Moses: “I Will Raise up a Prophet like 

You” 

Moses is born while the Israelites are 

oppressed and enslaved in Egypt. They are numerous 

so Pharaoh puts them to forced labor and orders them 

to kill their baby boys. Moses' mother has compassion 

on him and sets him in a basket among the reeds on 

the bank of the Nile River. Pharaoh's daughter finds 

him and raises him as her son. 

When he is forty, he sees an Egyptian beating 

an Israelite slave. He kills the Egyptian and (fearing 

for his life) flees to Midian where he becomes a 

shepherd, gets married, and has kids. After forty years 

God speaks to Moses from a burning bush. He sends 

Moses back to Pharaoh to lead the Israelites out of 

Egypt. Moses rescues his people and leads them 

through the wilderness for forty years. 

You can read his story in Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy, or Stephen's quick 

summary of his life in Acts 7. 

Moses and Jesus 

At Mt. Sinai, the Israelites are scared of God 

and ask Moses to speak to them in His behalf. God 

likes this request and promises Moses, "I will raise up 
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for them a prophet like you from among their 

brothers" (Deuteronomy 18:18).  

In Jesus' day, the Jews are expecting this 

prophet (John 1:21) and some are sure He is the 

prophet (John 6:14; 7:40)! Peter quotes Deuteronomy 

18 in reference to Him (Acts 3:17-23). Jesus says, 

"Moses wrote about me" and rebukes the religious 

leaders for their disbelief (John 5:45-47). 

Jesus presents Himself as a second Moses. He 

explains to Nicodemus that He must be crucified "just 

as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert" (John 

3:14). He tells the crowds that just as God gave their 

fathers manna, so He is the bread of life from heaven 

(John 6:32-33).  

The author of Hebrews says He is "worthy of 

greater honor than Moses," for "Moses was faithful as 

a servant in all God's house...but Christ is faithful as a 

son over God's house" (Hebrews 3:1-6). Jesus isn't 

just a second Moses; He's a better Moses! 

A Better Moses 

God promises to "raise up for them a 

prophet like you." Six similarities show how Moses is 

a preview of Jesus: 
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Intimacy with God 

God speaks with Moses "face to face" in the 

Tent of Meeting. Jesus knows God so well that "no 

one knows the Father except the Son and those to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal Him" (Matthew 

11:27). 

Miracles 

Moses performs miracles; his most amazing are 

the Ten Plagues and parting the Red Sea. Jesus also 

performs miracles; His most amazing is rising from 

the dead. 

Lawgiver 

Moses receives the law from God on Mt. Sinai 

and gives it to Israel. Jesus fulfills the law by giving its 

full meaning to the crowds during the Sermon on the 

Mount (Matthew 5:17). 

Mediator 

Moses puts himself between God and Israel 

and asks God to forgive them. Jesus puts Himself 

between God and us and pays the penalty for our sins 

on the cross (1 Timothy 2:5-6; Hebrews 9:15). 
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Deliverer 

Moses rescues the Israelites from slavery in 

Egypt. Jesus rescues people of every nation from 

slavery to sin, death, and eternal condemnation. 

Tabernacle 

Moses receives instructions for building the 

Tabernacle and oversees its construction. This “is a 

copy and shadow” of the "greater and more perfect 

tabernacle" where Jesus offers Himself as a sacrifice 

(Hebrews 8:5; 9:11). 

New Testament Perspective 

Moses is an Old Testament person but as 

Christians we must see him from a New Testament 

perspective. His exploits and accomplishments are 

great. He's probably the nation of Israel's greatest 

leader! But he's more than an Old Testament hero. All 

that Moses does in behalf of Israel foreshadows all 

that Jesus does in behalf of the church. His career is a 

preview of the saving ministry of Jesus Christ. 
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Joshua: “Be Strong and Courageous” 

Church attenders are familiar with the Bible 

character Joshua. Children sing about the battle of 

Jericho and learn how the sun stood still at his 

request. Many Christian homes display his famous 

words, "But as for me and my household, we will serve 

the LORD" (Joshua 24:15). 

Most Christians are familiar with stories about 

Joshua, but few appreciate why he is important for us 

today. His victories are more than VBS songs and his 

words are more than home decor. His leadership of 

Israel is a preview of Jesus' leadership of the church. 

And the book of Joshua is a template for how the 

church conquers the world as the people of God today. 

The First Joshua 

Joshua was Moses' aide while Israel wandered 

forty years in the desert. When the Amalekites 

attacked the Israelites, he led the battle against them 

(Exodus 17:8-16). When Moses went up and stayed on 

Mt. Sinai forty days, he went up with him (Exodus 

24:13).  

He was one of the twelve spies Moses sent to 

explore the land of Canaan (Numbers 13:8, 16). He 

and Caleb were the only spies allowed to enter it 

(Numbers 14:30). He was the one God chose to 
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succeed Moses and lead Israel to inherit the Promised 

Land (Deuteronomy 1:8, 31:7-8, 34:9). He became 

Israel's new leader after Moses died.  

He led Israel across the Jordan River into the 

land of Canaan. There he undertook several successful 

campaigns to conquer the kings and cities of Canaan. 

Then he divided the land among the nine and a half 

tribes who did not receive their inheritance from 

Moses. He often renewed the covenant and set up 

memorials to remind Israel to remain faithful to God.  

You can read about his career and exploits in 

the book of Joshua. 

The Second Joshua 

Hebrews 3 – 4 speaks of God's rest that is 

available to His people. The author warns us not to be 

like the Israelites who died in the desert and didn't 

enter His rest because of unbelief. Then he contrasts 

Israel's earthly place of rest (Canaan) with His 

heavenly place of rest.  

He observes, "For if Joshua had given them 

rest, God would not have spoken later about another 

day. There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the 

people of God” (4:8-9). Just a few verses later he 

exhorts, "Therefore, since we have a great high priest 

who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess" (4:16).  
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It seems he is making a comparison between 

Joshua and Jesus. Just as Joshua led Israel into their 

earthly place of rest, so Jesus leads us into our 

heavenly place of rest. (And by the way, "Joshua" and 

"Jesus" are the same name in the Bible's original 

languages!) 

The Book of Joshua 

Preachers often segment the book of Joshua 

into separate stories and try to apply each story to our 

lives as individual believers. This gives a self-centered 

and scattered interpretation. But understanding 

Joshua as a preview of Jesus allows us to interpret the 

book of Joshua in a way that has value for the church 

today. It warns against three dangers that threaten us 

as the people of God: 

Cowardice 

God tells Joshua three times to "be strong and 

courageous" (Joshua 1:1-8), and Joshua boldly leads 

Israel against their enemies. With Jesus as our 

courageous leader, we ought never to be fearful to 

confront the world. "For God did not give us a spirit of 

timidity, but a spirit of power" (2 Timothy 1:7). 

Compromise 

Joshua mistakenly makes a treaty of peace with 

the Gibeonites and does not kill them (Joshua 9). We 
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must never compromise with the world and tolerate 

sin or false teaching in our midst. Jude tells us to 

"[hate] even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh" 

(Jude 23). 

Complacency 

Joshua divides the land he conquered among 

the remaining nine and a half tribes (Joshua 14-21), 

but the people do not drive out the Canaanites 

(Judges 1). We must never become complacent and 

stop making disciples. "[These qualities] will keep you 

from being ineffective and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1:8). 
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Samuel: “Speak Lord, Your Servant is 
Listening” 

Samuel was miraculously born after his mother 
asked God for a son. She committed him to serve God 
all his life and brought him to the tabernacle after he 
was weaned. He grew up at the tabernacle ministering 
before God.  

One night while he was lying down, God called 
him and began speaking to him. God continued to 
appear and reveal Himself to Samuel, and Samuel 
became known as a prophet throughout all Israel. He 
was also Israel's final and greatest judge.  

He led the Israelites to victory against the 
Philistines and appointed his sons to be judges after 
him. But the people rejected his sons and asked 
instead for a king. So he anointed Saul to be Israel's 
first king and established the monarchy under his 
rule. After God rejected Saul, Samuel rebuked him 
and anointed David to be king in his place. 

You can read his story in 1 Samuel 1 - 16. 

Samuel and Jesus 

Peter speaks of the blessings available in Jesus 
and says, "All the prophets from Samuel on...have 
foretold these days" (Acts 3:24). Samuel makes no 
recorded predictions about Jesus, but others in his 
story do. And he is a preview of Jesus in his career as 
judge and prophet. 
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"He will give strength to his king" 

1 Samuel 2:1-10 records Hannah's prayer after 
giving Samuel to God's service. She praises God for 
reversing her fortunes and judging His enemies. She 
says, "He will give strength to his king and exalt the 
horn of his anointed" (verse 10). "Anointed" translates 
the Hebrew word mashiach, or "Messiah." Hannah is 
predicting the rise and reign of a mighty Messiah-
king. 

"I will raise up for myself a faithful priest" 

1 Samuel 2:27-36 records a man of God's 
message to Eli the priest. God pledges to take the 
priesthood away from Eli's house and give it to 
another: "But I will raise up for myself a faithful 
priest, who will do according to what is in my heart 
and mind. I will firmly establish his house, and it will 
minister before my anointed one always" (verses 35-
36).  

"Anointed one" again translates the Hebrew 
word mashiach, or "Messiah." The man of God is 
predicting the rise and ministry of a faithful Messiah-
priest. 

The Second Samuel 

1 Samuel says God spoke to Samuel and Israel 
regarded him as a prophet. It also says Samuel made 
an annual circuit throughout central Israel, judging 
from many towns.  
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Jesus often claims that His teaching is from 
God; many Jews regard Him as a prophet. He travels 
regularly throughout Galilee, Judea, and Samaria to 
proclaim God's judgments in their towns and villages. 
Samuel is a preview of a traveling Messiah-prophet. 

New Testament Perspective 

Samuel is an Old Testament character, but we 
must see him from a New Testament perspective. His 
story gives us a complete picture of Jesus as the 
Messiah. Jesus combines the roles of king, priest, and 
prophet, the same roles that are predicted and 
portrayed in 1 Samuel. Samuel is more than an Old 
Testament hero. His career is a preview of the 
Messiahship of Jesus. 
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David: “A Man after God’s Own Heart” 

David is a boy tending sheep when Samuel 

anoints him to be king over Israel. He is brought to 

the palace to soothe King Saul by playing the harp. He 

becomes a commander in the army after killing 

Goliath. Saul, afraid and jealous of David's success, 

begins trying to kill him.  

David flees and lives as an outlaw in his own 

land. He hides in forests, caves, deserts, hills, and 

cities, even taking refuge in Moab and among the 

Philistines. Although Saul continues to chase him, 

David spares his life twice and mourns the news of his 

death. 

David becomes king of Judah at the age of 

thirty and of Israel and Judah at the age of thirty-

seven. Overall, he reigns forty years as a mighty king. 

He captures Jerusalem where he builds his palace and 

relocates the ark of the covenant. He is victorious in 

battle and subdues all of Israel's enemies.  

Yet there are blemishes to his career. He 

commits adultery with Bathsheba, takes a census of 

Israel and Judah, and is conspired against by his son 

Absalom. You can read his full story in 1 Samuel 16 - 

31, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1 - 2, and 1 Chronicles 11 - 29. 
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David and Jesus 

David wants to build a temple for God after he 

builds his palace. God says through the prophet 

Nathan that David will not build a house for Him, but 

He will build a house for David! He promises to place 

David's offspring on his throne and establish his 

kingdom forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16).  

The prophets of the Old Testament predict the 

rise of a new leader who will shepherd God's people. 

They call this leader "David" (Ezekiel 34:23-24; Hosea 

3:5). Not only that, God promises to rebuild David's 

kingdom (Amos 9:11-12). 

Jesus is David's descendant and heir to his 

throne (Matthew 1:1). When He rises from the dead 

and ascends into heaven, He sits down at the right 

hand of God upon the throne of David (Acts 2:29-33).  

When the Jerusalem Council meets to discuss 

the conversion of the Gentiles, James sees the 

fulfillment of prophecy and quotes Amos 9:11-12 (Acts 

15:12-18). This means God rebuilds David's kingdom 

as He includes Gentiles among His people. Jesus sits 

on David's throne and rules over David's kingdom as 

Head of the church. 
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New Testament Perspective 

David is an Old Testament person but as 

Christians we must see him from a New Testament 

perspective. His skill as a soldier and politician as well 

as his passionate worship endear him as Israel's 

greatest king. But he's more than an Old Testament 

hero. God's promises to him are fulfilled in Jesus' 

present reign over the church. His career is a preview 

of the kingship of Jesus Christ. 
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John the Baptist: “A Voice in the 

Wilderness” 

John is born miraculously to Zechariah and 

Elizabeth. Elizabeth is a relative of Mary the mother of 

Jesus, making John and Jesus relatives as well. John 

grows up in the desert, wears clothes of camel's hair 

and a leather belt, and eats locusts and honey. 

He preaches repentance and baptizes those who 

confess their sins in the Jordan River.  

After baptizing Jesus, he is put in jail by Herod 

and eventually beheaded at the prompting of Herod's 

unlawful wife. You can read about him in Matthew 3, 

14; Mark 1, 6; Luke 1, 3; and John 1, 3. 

John the Baptist and Jesus 

John is Jesus' forerunner; he prepares the way 

for Jesus' coming. He tells the people to "produce fruit 

in keeping with repentance," for "after me will come 

one who is more powerful than I...He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 3:8, 11).  

He realizes Jesus is "the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world" when the Holy Spirit 

comes upon Jesus after His baptism (John 1:29). In 

fact, "the reason I came baptizing with water was that 

he might be revealed to Israel" (John 1:31). He is glad 

when people want to be baptized by Jesus instead of 
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him. "He must become greater; I must become less" 

(John 3:30). 

God promised long ago to send a messenger to 

prepare the way for His coming. John fulfills these 

promises as he calls people to repentance and 

baptism. He claims to be "the voice of one calling in 

the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord" (John 

1:23, quoting Isaiah 40:3).  

Jesus calls him "the one about whom it is 

written: 'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who 

will prepare your way before you'" (Matthew 11:10, 

quoting Malachi 3:1). He goes so far as to equate 

John's authority with His own (Mark 11:27-33), and 

people receive Him as they received John (Luke 7:29-

30). 

John the Baptist and Elijah 

Elijah is a mighty prophet who confronts the 

wicked kings of Israel. You can read about him in 1 

Kings 17 – 19 and 2 Kings 1 – 2. His feats include 

stopping up the rain for three and a half years, calling 

down fire from heaven, and being taken away in a 

chariot of fire. But his most remarkable 

accomplishment is to serve as a preview of John the 

Baptist. 

God promises in Malachi 4:5, "I will send you 

the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day 
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of the LORD comes." The angel Gabriel tells 

Zechariah that John will minister "in the spirit and 

power of Elijah...to make ready a people prepared for 

the Lord" (Luke 1:17).  

Jesus identifies John as "the Elijah who was to 

come" both to the crowds and His disciples (Matthew 

11:14; 17:10-13). John and Elijah even wear the same 

clothes (2 Kings 1:7-8)! 

Old Testament Perspective 

John the Baptist is a New Testament person, 

but we must see him from an Old Testament 

perspective. He is more than a doomsday preacher 

who eats bugs and lives in the wild. He is God's 

promised messenger who prepares the way for Jesus' 

coming. He is the New Testament "Elijah" who 

confronts peoples' sin and turns their hearts back to 

God.  
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Jesus: “The Lamb of God” 

Jesus is miraculously born to the virgin Mary 

and her husband Joseph. He is born in Bethlehem but 

moves to Egypt for a few years before settling in 

Nazareth. There He grows up and becomes a 

carpenter. When He is thirty years old, He is baptized 

by John and begins His public ministry.  

He picks twelve men to be His disciples. They 

follow Him for three years as He preaches, teaches, 

and heals throughout Galilee, Judea, and Samaria. He 

is crucified and rises from the dead three days later. 

Forty days after that, He ascends into heaven. You can 

read about Him in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Son of Man 

This is what Jesus most often calls Himself. To 

be the “Son of Man” means to be human in every way. 

He progresses through each stage of life. He is born a 

baby and grows into childhood, adolescence, and 

adulthood. He has responsibilities at each stage of life. 

He does chores, goes to school, and holds a job.  

He has a body with weaknesses and limitations. 

He gets tired, hungry, thirsty, and weak. He is 

tempted in every way. He even dies! He has a heart 

with emotions and feelings. He is sad, hated, rejected, 

and misunderstood. He has a mind with limited 
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perspective and insight. He prays to receive guidance, 

wisdom, and direction from His Heavenly Father. 

Son of God 

Jesus claims to have a unique relationship with 

God. He says that God is His Father and He is God's 

Son. To be God's Son means to have the same 

personality, power, and privileges as God. He says 

what only God can say and does what only God can 

do.  

His claim to be God's Son enrages the Jewish 

leaders to stone Him because they know He is making 

Himself equal with God. They mock Him for these 

claims while He dies on the cross. But God validates 

these claims throughout His ministry – first at His 

baptism, then at His transfiguration, and ultimately 

by raising Him from the dead. 

Messiah 

Jesus also claims to be the long-awaited 

Messiah. "Messiah" is a Hebrew word that means 

"anointed one." The Old Testament is full of prophecy 

about a special person who will be anointed with 

God's Spirit. This person will rule over God's people, 

teach them His ways, atone for their sin, and punish 

their enemies. To be the Messiah means to fulfill 

God's promises to Israel in the Old Testament.  
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"Christ" is the Greek equivalent of "Messiah." 

When the New Testament calls Jesus "the Christ," it is 

identifying Him as the One prophesied about in the 

Old Testament. 

Old Testament Perspective 

Jesus is a New Testament person, but we must 

see Him from an Old Testament perspective. He is 

more than a nice guy, a moral teacher, a social 

reformer, or a religious fanatic; He is "the Christ, the 

Son of the living God" (Matt. 16:16). He is the One 

anointed with God's Spirit to redeem us from our sins 

and bring us into a right relationship with God.  

He rules over us as King of kings, mediates for 

us as our great High Priest, reveals His Father to us, 

deposits His Spirit in us, and will return to avenge 

Himself on our enemies. He is our only hope for 

salvation and eternal life. He is "the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through [Him]" (John 14:6). 
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Peter: “Apostle to the Jews” 

Peter is often mocked from the pulpit today. 

Preachers like to make fun of him. They present him 

as a stupid, bumbling fisherman who always got it 

wrong. But Jesus saw enormous potential in Peter and 

turned him into an incredible leader. There is much 

we ought to respect him for and much we can learn 

from him. Peter sets an example for us and shows us 

just how much Jesus can change a person’s life. 

In the Gospels 

Peter’s original name was Simon, but Jesus 

changed it to Peter (or Cephas) which means “rock.” 

From then on he is called Simon, Simon Peter, Peter, 

or Cephas. He and his brother Andrew were fishing on 

the Sea of Galilee when Jesus called them to be His 

disciples. Along with James and John, he was part of 

the “inner circle” that had special access to Him.  

He declared that Jesus was the long-awaited 

Messiah when others were still confused about Him. 

But despite his faith, he succumbed to fear during 

Jesus’ trial and execution. He abandoned Him in the 

Garden of Gethsemane and denied Him in the high 

priest’s courtyard. He even returned to fishing after 

His death!  
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Yet Jesus appeared to Peter after His 

resurrection and graciously restored him by affirming 

his calling. 

In the Book of Acts 

Peter dominates the first half of the book of 

Acts. From as early as the first chapter, it is obvious 

that the believers recognized him as their leader.  

He preached about Jesus to a vast crowd of 

Jews in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost with 

tremendous effect. He continued to preach and 

perform miracles, and refused to be silenced by the 

Jewish leaders. He responded to Cornelius’ request 

for a visit and preached the gospel to Gentiles. This 

made him a key witness at the Jerusalem Council. 

Paul speaks of Peter in Galatians 2. It seems he 

was prone to inconsistency and needed to be 

corrected for his “hypocrisy” (verses 11-14). But Paul 

still respected him as “an apostle to the Jews” and a 

“pillar” of the church (verses 8-9).  

He was the primary source for the Gospel of 

Mark and wrote two letters of the New Testament (1 & 

2 Peter). Church history tells us he was crucified in 

Rome by Emperor Nero about A.D. 64. 
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The Difference Jesus Makes 

How did Peter change? What made such a 

drastic difference in his life? How did he go from 

denying Jesus before a few to proclaiming Him before 

thousands? Acts 4:13 says, “When the Sanhedrin saw 

the courage of Peter and John and realized that they 

were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished 

and they took note that these men had been with 

Jesus.”  

Through the presence and power of the Holy 

Spirit, Jesus used Peter to lead the church and change 

the world. He has given us the same Spirit, and He 

wants to change our lives just as drastically. Peter 

shows us some qualities Jesus looks for when He 

raises up godly leaders: 

First, Peter was bold. When Jesus asked the 

disciples, “Who do you say I am?” he instantly 

answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living 

God.” And he walked out to Jesus on the water while 

the rest of the disciples sat terrified in the boat. 

Second, Peter was willing to look dumb. He 

often spoke out and didn’t care what the other 

disciples thought. Sometimes he put his foot in his 

mouth, but at least he was willing to speak up! 

Although we like to pick on Peter, he was one 

of the most important Christians who ever lived. So 



 31  

let’s stop making fun of him and start following his 

example by changing the world for Jesus. 
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Paul: “Apostle to the Gentiles” 

The apostle Paul is one of the most important 

Christians who ever lived. He spread the gospel 

throughout the entire Roman Empire and wrote 

thirteen letters of the New Testament. His approach 

to theology and ministry is foundational for the 

church of all ages. But what makes his story incredible 

is not his exploits for Jesus, but Jesus’ exploits in him.  

From Persecutor to Preacher 

Paul’s original name was Saul. He opposed 

Christianity and attempted to destroy the church in 

Jerusalem. He was granted permission to travel to 

Damascus and arrest Christians there. But on the way, 

Jesus appeared to him and blinded him.  

He stayed in Damascus three days before 

receiving his sight and instructions from a believer 

named Ananias. He began preaching about Jesus so 

powerfully that the Jews tried to kill him. You can 

read about his conversion in Acts 9. 

Saul became a teacher in the church at Antioch. 

This church sent him out with Barnabas for his first 

missionary tour. During this tour they preached the 

gospel, planted churches, and appointed elders. He 

also changed his name to Paul.  
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They testified at the Jerusalem Council and 

parted ways. He undertook two more missionary 

tours with various traveling companions, and as a 

result of unfair imprisonment appealed to Caesar. The 

book of Acts ends with him awaiting trial in Rome. 

You can read about his career in Acts 13 – 28. 

Paul confesses his sinful past and how much 

Jesus changed his life. He says, “For you have heard of 

my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I 

persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it” 

(Galatians 1:13).  

He admits, “Even though I was once a 

blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was 

shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 

unbelief” (1 Timothy 1:13). He confesses, “For I am the 

least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 

God” (1 Corinthians 15:9). 

A Mistreated Messenger 

Paul endured incredible hardship throughout 

his ministry. He summarizes it like this: “I have 

worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, 

been flogged more severely, and been exposed to 

death again and again” (2 Corinthians 11:23).  

He faced constant danger and relentless 

persecution. Yet he says at the end of his life, “I have 
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fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). 

Paul’s life ought to convict us of our lack of 

boldness. Christians in America suffer little, but we 

tend to be timid and ineffective in our faith. 

Meanwhile, our brothers and sisters in other countries 

who suffer the same persecutions as Paul preach 

boldly and refuse to be silenced. I shudder to think 

what he would say if he wrote a letter to the church in 

America! 

A Christlike Example 

Paul set an example for his churches and told 

them to be like him. He says, “Therefore I urge you to 

imitate me” (1 Corinthians 4:16). He also says, “Join 

with others in following my example, brothers, and 

take note of those who live according to the pattern we 

gave you” (Philippians 3:17).  

He goes on to say, “Whatever you have learned 

or received or heard from me, or seen in me – put it 

into practice” (Philippians 4:9). He praises a church 

saying, “You became imitators of us and of the Lord” 

(1 Thessalonians 1:6). 

Paul’s life ought to convict us of our lack of 

integrity. How many of us would be comfortable 

telling others to imitate us? How many of us are 

consciously setting an example for less mature 
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believers to follow? Can we confidently say, “My way 

of life…agrees with what I teach everywhere in every 

church” (1 Corinthians 4:17)? 
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