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Note from the Author 

 A “bastion” is part of a castle wall that juts out 

at an angle. It allows the defenders to fire in many 

directions, thus strengthening their defense. It can 

also refer to someone who upholds a particular set of 

values. In this sense, a “bastion” would be a champion 

or hero. 

The major characters of the Bible are its 

“bastions.” God uses them to advance His plan of 

redemption. Each exemplifies (in some way) salvation 

by grace through faith. This book summarizes the 

lives of ten Bible characters. It explains how they 

point to Jesus. And it applies their stories to our 

Christian lives. 

I hope this book adds meaning to your Bible 

reading. May you understand the unity and depth of 

God’s Word. And like its “bastions,” may your life and 

faith be reformed into a reflection of Jesus.
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Noah: “But Noah Found Favor” 

Long ago, God saw how wicked man had 

become. He was grieved that He made man and 

decided to wipe him (along with all living creatures) 

off the face of the earth. But there was one person 

with whom He was pleased. This person was Noah. 

When Noah was 500 years old, God told him to 

build an ark. He also told Noah to take two of every 

creature (male and female) into the ark with him to be 

kept safe from the flood. Noah was allowed to bring 

his wife, his sons, and their wives as well. 

The flood began when Noah was 600 years old. 

It rained forty days and forty nights. The waters 

covered the entire surface of the earth, and every 

living thing died except for Noah and those with him 

on the ark.  

After 150 days the waters began to recede. The 

ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat, and after 

40 days a dove returned to Noah with an olive leaf in 

its beak. A short time later Noah, his family, and all 

the animals came out of the ark.  (They had been on it 

just over a year.) 

Noah made an altar and offered sacrifices to 

God. God was pleased and promised to never again 

destroy all life with a flood. He set a rainbow in the 

clouds as the sign of His covenant.  Noah lived 350 
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years after the flood and died at the age of 950. You 

can read his full story in Genesis 6 – 9.  

A Better Noah 

Genesis 6:9 says, “Noah was a righteous man, 

blameless among the people of his time, and he 

walked with God.” Yet he was not without sin. After 

the flood, he planted a vineyard and became drunk 

from its wine! (Genesis 9:20-21) 

Jesus is the one who truly “[finds] favor in the 

eyes of the LORD” (Genesis 6:8). Romans 3:23 says, 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

This surely includes Noah. But Hebrews 4:15 says 

Jesus was “tempted in every way, just as we are – yet 

was without sin.” Peter calls Him “a lamb without 

blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:19). 

Jesus is a better Noah. Noah was righteous and 

blameless compared to the people of his time, but 

Jesus is truly righteous and blameless. 

A Better Deliverance 

God will once again judge mankind for their 

sins. The flood was a preview of the final destruction 

of the universe. Peter says, “By the same word the 

present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being 

kept for the day of judgment and destruction of 

ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:7). 
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Jesus says, “As it was in the days of Noah, so it 

will be at the coming of the Son of Man” (Matthew 

24:37). People will thoughtlessly indulge their sinful 

desires, totally unaware of the coming judgment. 

Is there hope? Like Noah, is there any way to 

be saved from impending disaster? Peter says, “In [the 

ark] only a few people, eight in all, were saved through 

water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now 

saves you also…it saves you by the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:20-21). 

Jesus offers a better deliverance than Noah. 

God spared all who belonged to Noah from the waters 

of the flood. In the same way, He will spare all who 

belong to Jesus – those who pledge their lives to Him 

by being baptized in the waters of faith. 
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Melchizedek: “You Are a Priest 

Forever” 

During Abraham’s time, an alliance of foreign 

kings took up a campaign near Canaan. They defeated 

the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah (among others) 

and carried off their goods, including Abraham’s 

nephew Lot. Abraham and the soldiers from his 

household routed the kings’ forces, recovered the 

goods, and rescued Lot. 

When Abraham returned from battle, he was 

met by the king of Sodom. He was also met by another 

king. The Bible says, “Then Melchizedek king of Salem 

brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God 

Most High, and he blessed Abram…Then Abram gave 

him a tenth of everything.” (Genesis 14:18-20) 

This encounter seems strange and 

insignificant. Yet Melchizedek is one of the most 

important characters in Bible prophecy! 

The Bible’s Favorite Psalm 

Psalm 110 records God’s oath to exalt Jesus 

and extend His rule. He promises to defeat and judge 

His enemies on the day of battle. David writes, “The 

LORD said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand until I 

make your enemies a footstool for your feet’” (Psalm 

110:1). This is typical among the Messianic psalms. 
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But God makes another promise to Jesus that 

is more unique: “The LORD has sworn and will not 

change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever, in the 

order of Melchizedek’” (Psalm 110:4).  

Melchizedek is more than an obscure Old 

Testament character. He is actually a preview of the 

Messiah! The New Testament quotes this psalm more 

than any other. While it seems weird and unimportant 

to us, it’s the Bible’s favorite psalm! 

Our Great High Priest 

The author of Hebrews quotes Psalm 110 four 

times. He says Jesus “was designated by God to be 

high priest in the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 

5:10). A little later he concludes, “He has become a 

high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek” 

(Hebrews 6:20). 

Hebrews 7:1 says, “This Melchizedek was king 

of Salem and priest of God Most High.” This 

combination of king and priest couldn’t happen under 

the old covenant. Kings were from the tribe of Judah 

while priests were from the tribe of Levi. So a priest in 

the order of Melchizedek couldn’t appeal to his 

descent from Levi. 

Hebrews 7:16 says Jesus “has become a priest 

not on the basis of a regulation to his ancestry but on 

the basis the power of an indestructible life.” Jesus 
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descended from Judah, not Levi – yet God appointed 

Him to be our High Priest because He lives forever to 

intercede for us. 

This brings up another striking similarity. 

Hebrews 7:3 says of Melchizedek, “Without father or 

mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days 

or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest 

forever.” The Bible never records his ancestry, birth, 

or death. From a literary standpoint, he has an eternal 

priesthood. 

But Jesus’ priesthood is truly eternal! Hebrews 

7:24-25 says, “But because Jesus lives forever, he has 

a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save 

completely those who come to God through him, 

because he always lives to intercede for them.” 

The author concludes his comparison by 

stating, “Such a high priest meets our need” (Hebrews 

7:26). Only a priest in the order of Melchizedek can 

truly forgive our sins. “Unlike the other high priests, 

he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day…He 

sacrificed for [our] sins once for all when he offered 

himself” (Hebrews 7:27). 

New Testament Perspective 

Melchizedek is not just a random priest/king 

who blessed Abraham and took his money. He is a 
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preview of the Lord Jesus Christ – the King of kings 

and our great High Priest! 

“Therefore, since we have a great high priest 

who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess…Let us 

then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 

our time of need” (Hebrews 4:14, 16). 
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Joseph: “You Intended to Harm Me” 

Joseph was Jacob’s eleventh son. Jacob loved 

him more than his brothers, so his brothers hated 

him. They hated him more when he dreamed that 

someday they would bow down to him! So they sold 

him to Midianite merchants who took him to Egypt. 

He entered the service of Potiphar, one of 

Pharaoh’s officials. Because God was with him and 

made him successful, Potiphar put him in charge of 

his entire household. But Joseph was thrown in 

prison when Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him of 

trying to take advantage of her. 

But God was with Joseph even in jail. He 

granted Joseph favor in the eyes of the warden, who 

put him in charge of the entire prison. He also gave 

Joseph the ability to interpret dreams. When 

Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker were also put in 

prison, he correctly interpreted their dreams. 

Two years later, Pharaoh had dreams he 

couldn’t understand. When he shared them with the 

court, his cupbearer remembered Joseph. Joseph 

appeared before Pharaoh and interpreted his dreams 

to mean there would be seven years of famine. So 

Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of all Egypt to store 

grain and prepare for the famine. 
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Even Joseph’s brothers came from Canaan to 

buy grain from him. They didn’t recognize him, but 

after a series of encounters he revealed himself to 

them. He told them to bring their father and their 

families down to Egypt, and he provided for them 

there. He died in Egypt at the age of 110. 

You can read Joseph’s story in Genesis 37, 39 – 

50.  

Joseph and Jesus 

Joseph is an example of faithfulness and 

perseverance for Christians enduring difficult 

situations. His life repeatedly bears out the promise, 

“God works all things together for the good of those 

who love him” (Romans 8:28).  

More importantly, he is a preview of Jesus’ life 

and ministry. There are several parallels between him 

and Jesus: 

 Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son (Genesis 37:3). 

Jesus is God’s one and only Son (John 3:16). 

 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered 

Pharaoh’s service (Genesis 41:46). Jesus was 

thirty years old when He began His ministry 

(Luke 3:23). 

 Joseph was betrayed and sold by his brothers 

(Genesis 37:28). Jesus was betrayed and sold 

by the Jews (Matthew 26:14-16). 
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 Joseph resisted temptation (Genesis 39:10). 

Jesus resisted temptation (Matthew 4:1-11, 

Luke 4:1-13). 

 Joseph was exalted from prison to the highest 

position of authority (Genesis 41:41). Jesus was 

exalted from the grave to God’s right hand 

(Acts 2:31-33). 

 Joseph forgave his brothers because God used 

their evil actions for good (Genesis 50:20). 

Jesus forgave the Jews who crucified Him 

because God would use their evil actions for 

good (Luke 23:34). 

 Joseph’s brothers recognized him on their 

second journey to Egypt (Genesis 45:4). All will 

recognize Jesus when He comes a second time 

(Revelation 1:7). 

New Testament Perspective 

Joseph’s vindication gives hope to persecuted 

Christians who are mistreated for the gospel. And his 

entire life shows how God intended Jesus’ death (the 

ultimate act of harm) for the salvation of all who 

believe (the ultimate good). 
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Samson: “The Spirit of the LORD Came 

upon Him” 

Samson was miraculously born when the 

Philistines were oppressing Israel. He was from the 

tribe of Dan near Philistine territory. As a Nazirite, his 

devotion to God was signified by his long hair.  

Samson judged Israel twenty years. The Bible 

often says “the Spirit of the LORD came upon him in 

power” (Judges 14:6, 19; 15:14). His strength was 

legendary and fearsome among the Philistines! 

His feats of strength include killing a young 

lion with his bare hands, carrying a set of city gates 40 

miles, and toppling a temple. His strength made him 

formidable in battle. On one occasion, he killed 1,000 

Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone!   

However, Samson had a weakness – his love 

for Philistine women. His marriage to a woman from 

Timnah caused a great deal of strife. He risked his life 

by spending the night with a prostitute in Gaza. But 

his ultimate downfall was his relationship with 

Delilah. 

The Philistine rulers bribed Delilah (whom 

Samson loved) to discover the source of his strength. 

Because of her incessant nagging, he revealed his 

secret. The Philistines shaved his head, captured him, 

and put him to work in prison. 
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The rulers gathered to offer a sacrifice to their 

God. Samson was brought out to perform for them. 

He asked God to strengthen him again, and pushed 

apart the pillars that supported the roof. This was his 

final and greatest blow to the Philistines.  

You can read Samson’s full story in Judges 13 – 

16. 

A Better Samson 

Samson seems unlikely to be a preview of Jesus 

in any way. Yet he gives us insight into Jesus’ 

ministry, by way of both contrast and comparison: 

Contrast – Samson was immoral and foolish. 

His weakness for Philistine women caused him to 

compromise his character and the secret of his 

strength. But Jesus was neither immoral nor foolish. 

He never succumbed to sinful desires, sexual or 

otherwise. And although people claimed to believe in 

Him, He “would not entrust Himself to them” (John 

2:24).  

Comparison – Samson’s bouts with the 

Philistines preview the conversion of the Gentiles. 

Isaiah predicts that Messiah will lead His reunited 

people against their enemies: “They will swoop down 

on the slopes of Philistia to the west…they will lay 

hands on Edom and Moab, and the Ammonites will be 

subject to them” (Isaiah 11:14). 
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Prophecies like this can be understood in two 

ways. First, there will be a literal fulfillment when 

Jesus punishes His enemies at His second coming. 

Second, there is a spiritual fulfillment as Jesus 

“conquers” the Gentiles by converting them through 

the preaching of the gospel. It is a spiritual conquest. 

Just as Samson conquered the Philistines, so 

Jesus is “conquering” the Gentiles. And just as 

Samson “killed many more when he died than while 

he lived” (Judges 16:30), so Jesus’ greatest act of 

“conquest” was His death on the cross. 

New Testament Perspective 

Samson’s glaring character flaws show us our 

need for a better leader. And his acts of war against 

the Philistines demonstrate “God’s incomparably 

great power for us who believe. That power is like the 

working of his mighty strength, which he exerted” not 

just in Samson, but “in Christ when he raised him 

from the dead” in victory over the Gentiles (Ephesians 

1:19-20). 
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Solomon: “Give Your Servant a 
Discerning Heart” 

Solomon was born to David and Bathsheba 

after their illegitimate child died (2 Samuel 12:24). 

When David was old, he appointed Solomon to be 

king after him. He quickly established his rule over all 

Israel after David’s death (1 Kings 1 – 2). 

Early in his reign, Solomon went to an 

important high place to offer sacrifices. God appeared 

to him in a dream and told him to ask for whatever he 

wanted. Solomon replied, “Give your servant a 

discerning heart to govern your people and to 

distinguish between right and wrong” (1 Kings 3:9). 

This request pleased God so much that He also 

promised to make Solomon rich and famous. His 

wealth and wisdom were renowned throughout the 

ancient world. Indeed, “Solomon’s wisdom was 

greater than all the men of the East, and…all the 

wisdom of Egypt…And his fame spread to all the 

surrounding nations” (1 Kings 4:30-31). 

He undertook massive construction projects. 

He spent seven years building a temple for God, and 

thirteen years building a palace for himself (1 Kings 6 

– 8). He completed many other projects as well, 

conscripting large labor forces from the Canaanites 

who remained in the land (1 Kings 9:10-28).  
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Throughout this time, his wealth grew 

enormously. He had so much gold that “nothing [in 

his house] was made of silver, because silver was 

considered of little value…the king made silver as 

common in Jerusalem as stones” (1 Kings 10:21, 27). 

God made him “greater in riches and wisdom than all 

the other kings of the earth” (1 Kings 10:23). 

But alas, he “loved many foreign women…and 

his wives led him astray…his wives turned his heart 

after other gods” (1 Kings 11:1-4). He built temples to 

their gods and joined them in pagan worship. So God 

raised up adversaries against him and took most of 

the kingdom away from his son. 

You can read Solomon’s full story in 1 Kings 1 – 

11. 

Solomon & Jesus 

The Jewish leaders often asked Jesus for a 

miraculous sign. On one occasion, He rebuked them 

with a reference to Solomon: “The Queen of the South 

will rise at the judgment with this generation and 

condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to 

listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than 

Solomon is here” (Matthew 12:42). 

Paul says, “In [Christ] are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). 
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Solomon was endowed with wisdom by God, but 

Jesus is the treasury of that wisdom!  

The Israelites prospered under Solomon’s reign 

and lived in peace. They “lived in safety, each man 

under his own vine and fig tree” (1 Kings 4:25). The 

prophets often use this language to describe the 

Messianic age. Solomon’s reign gives us a foretaste of 

the blessings to come under Jesus’ reign as Messiah.   

New Testament Perspective 

Solomon is more than just an ancient king who 

had tons of wealth and women. He displays the 

wisdom that was personified in our Lord Jesus. And 

his reign causes us to yearn for the blessings we will 

receive in Jesus’ eternal kingdom. 
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Daniel: “But Daniel Resolved Not to 
Defile Himself” 

Daniel is a teenager when Nebuchadnezzar 
besieges Jerusalem in 605 B.C. He is taken to Babylon 
and trained to serve in Nebuchadnezzar's court. He is 
educated in “the language and literature of the 
Babylonians” (Daniel 1:4). He is even given a new 
Babylonian name. 

Daniel and his friends excel in their training. 
When the king interviews them, he finds them second 
to none. So he takes them into his service and grants 
Daniel a high position in his government.  

Daniel is also a prophet. Not only is he 
intelligent; God makes him able to "understand 
visions and dreams of all kinds" (Daniel 1:17). He 
interprets dreams and a strange inscription for the 
kings of Babylon. God also grants him visions of His 
kingdom and what must happen before it is 
established. 

As an exile in a foreign land, Daniel’s faith is 
often tested. He and his friends refuse to eat the royal 
food and wine, which had surely been offered to idols. 
His friends are thrown into a blazing furnace for 
refusing to worship a golden image. He is thrown into 
a den of lions for refusing to pray to Darius. 

In spite of these tests, Daniel remains faithful 
to God. His career as a politician lasts nearly seventy 
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years. He remains in authority after the Persians 
conquer Babylon in 539 B.C. and is granted a high 
position in their government as well.  

You can read Daniel’s story in Daniel 1 – 6. You 
can read his prophecies in Daniel 7 – 12. 

Sign of Daniel 

Jesus calls Jonah’s experience in the belly of 
the fish “the sign of the prophet Jonah” (Matthew 
12:39). In the same way, Daniel’s experience in the 
lions’ den (recorded in Daniel 6) could be called “the 
sign of the prophet Daniel.” For it gives a detailed 
preview of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

Daniel was due for a promotion because he 
distinguished himself from the other politicians in 
Babylon. Because they were jealous, they manipulated 
the king into passing a law that would sentence him to 
death. Jesus also distinguished Himself from other 
religious teachers (Matthew 7:28). Because they were 
jealous, they sentenced Him to death on false charges 
(Matthew 26:59-60).  

The king remorsefully ordered for Daniel to be 
thrown into the lions’ den. After he was thrown in, a 
stone was rolled over the entrance and it was sealed 
with the king’s ring. Jesus was also sentenced to 
death. He refers to those who mocked Him while He 
hung on the cross as “lions” (Psalm 22:13, 21). After 
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He was buried, a stone with Pilate’s seal was rolled 
over the entrance to the tomb (Matthew 27:60, 66). 

King Darius rushes to the lions’ den the next 
morning. When Daniel is lifted out alive and 
unharmed, he issues a decree that all the subjects of 
his kingdom must worship Daniel’s God. Jesus also 
rises from the dead (Matthew 28:6), and His 
resurrection results in God’s praise (Psalm 22:22-24). 

In the Lions’ Den 

Daniel lived in exile most of his life. His 
example shows us how to live “as aliens and strangers 
in the world, to abstain from sinful desires,” and to 
“live…good lives among the pagans” even when they 
falsely accuse us (1 Peter 2:11-12). His example is 
especially beneficial for Christians in government. 

But it is beneficial for those not in government 
as well. For whether we realize it or not, all of us are in 
the lions’ den. 1 John 5:19 says, “The whole world is 
under the control of the evil one.” 1 Peter 5:8 says, 
“Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.” 

Taken together, these verses teach that the 
entire world is a lions’ den! It is a dangerous place for 
Christians; nowhere is safe. We face the same 
temptations and persecutions as Daniel. His example 
inspires us to maintain our integrity and remain 
faithful to God. 
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New Testament Perspective 

Daniel’s experience in the lions’ den is a 
preview of Jesus’ death and resurrection. And his 
unwavering faithfulness to God inspires us to remain 
faithful in our “lions’ den” as well.  
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Job: “The LORD Gave and the LORD 
Has Taken Away” 

Job was one of the godliest and wealthiest men 

of the ancient world. The Bible says he “was blameless 

and upright; he feared God and shunned evil…he was 

the greatest man among all the people of the East” 

(Job 1:1, 3). 

One day when the angels gather, God presents 

Job for Satan’s consideration. Satan suggests that Job 

only fears God because God has protected him. He 

taunts that if God would strike Job down, Job would 

surely curse Him. 

God gives Satan permission to do to Job 

whatever he pleases (except take his life). In one day 

Job loses his oxen, donkeys, sheep, camels, servants, 

sons, and daughters. After this Satan afflicts him with 

painful sores all over his body. 

But Job keeps his faith and maintains his 

integrity. The Bible says, “In all this, Job did not sin 

by charging God with wrongdoing…in all this, Job did 

not sin in what he said” (Job 1:22, 2:10).  

When three of Job’s friends hear of his 

troubles, they come to “sympathize with him and 

comfort him” (Job 2:11). Unfortunately, they are 
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much better at accusing than comforting! They say he 

must repent of sin for his suffering to be alleviated. 

Yet Job defends his innocence. He longs for 

someone to plead his case before God. He also longs 

to appear in court with God, so he can bring a charge 

against Him.  

Finally, God appears to Job to settle the matter. 

He asks what right Job has to question Him. Job 

confesses, “I spoke of things I did not 

understand…therefore I despise myself and repent in 

dust and ashes” (Job 42:3, 6). 

God restores Job’s wealth and allows him to 

live a long life. The Bible says He “made him 

prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he 

had before…[He] blessed the latter part of Job’s life 

more than the first” (Job 42:10, 12). 

(You can read Job’s full story in the book of 

Job.) 

Jesus and Job 

Amid suffering and despair, Job confesses his 

hope in God. He believes there is someone upholding 

his cause. He declares, “Even now my witness is in 

heaven; my advocate is on high” (Job 16:19). 

In his most famous statement of faith he 

proclaims, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that 
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in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my 

skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see 

God.” (Job 19:25-26) 

Job’s longing for a mediator is fulfilled in 

Jesus. 1 John 2:1 says, “If anyone does sin, we have 

one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus 

Christ, the righteous one.” Jesus defends us the way 

Job longed to be defended. 

More profoundly, in his suffering Job serves as 

a preview of Jesus. Hebrews 5:8 says, “Although 

[Jesus] was a son, he learned obedience from what he 

suffered and, once made perfect, he became the 

source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.”  

New Testament Perspective 

Job suffered for nothing more than being a 

righteous man. Yet he sets a remarkable example of 

Christian perseverance, for his faith was actually in 

Jesus.  

More importantly, he shows us how Jesus 

persevered in His faith. Like Job, He suffered for 

nothing more than being a righteous man. But unlike 

Job, He was “tempted in every way…yet was without 

sin.” And unlike Job, He suffered “so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 

need” (Hebrews 4:15-16). 
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John: “The Disciple Whom Jesus 

Loved” 

The apostle John is one of the most important 

Christians who ever lived. He was a loyal disciple to 

Jesus, and a powerful leader in the early church. He 

contributed major portions of the New Testament. 

And he survived the other apostles, thus 

demonstrating a lifetime of faithfulness. 

The Follower 

John was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. When 

Jesus called him, he was fishing on the Sea of Galilee 

with his brother James and their partners, Simon and 

Andrew (Luke 5:9-10). He and James were included 

with Peter in Jesus’ “inner circle.” So he enjoyed 

closer access to Jesus than the other disciples. 

John frequently calls himself “the disciple 

whom Jesus loved.” It seems he and Jesus had a 

special relationship. He “leaned back against Jesus” 

during the Last Supper (John 13:25). He stood at the 

foot of the cross while Jesus died, and Mary was 

entrusted to his care (John 19:26). Some speculate he 

and Jesus were cousins. 

Yet John had his shortcomings. When a 

Samaritan village refused to welcome Jesus, he and 

James asked if they should “call down fire from 

heaven to destroy them” (Luke 9:54). He and James 
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presumptuously asked to sit at Jesus’ right and left in 

His kingdom (Mark 10:37). 

The Leader 

John is often associated with Peter in the book 

of Acts. He was at the temple when Peter healed the 

lame man (3:1-25). He and Peter spent the night in 

jail and stood trial before the Sanhedrin (4:1-21). 

When the Samaritans believed the gospel, he and 

Peter laid hands on them so they might receive the 

Holy Spirit (8:14-17). 

John’s brother James was the first apostle to be 

put to death (12:1-2). But John became a “pillar” of 

the church in Jerusalem (Galatians 2:9). Later he 

moved to Ephesus where he wrote the Gospel of John 

and the letters 1 – 3 John. Toward the end of his life 

he was exiled to Patmos, where he wrote the book of 

Revelation. 

John outlived the other apostles. He was the 

only one who wasn’t martyred. Tradition tells us he 

was dipped into a vat of boiling oil in the Coliseum, 

yet was unharmed. He also mentored Polycarp and 

Ignatius, two prominent early church fathers. 

Legacy of Love 

John’s writings emphasize love. He penned the 

most memorable verse in all Scripture: “For God so 

loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
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that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16). He records Jesus’ command, 

“By this all men will know you are my disciples, if you 

love one another” (John 13:35). 

He asks, “Let us love one another, for love 

comes from God…Whoever does not love does not 

know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:7-8). 

Indeed, our love for one another verifies our love for 

God: “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his 

brother, he is a liar…Whoever loves God must also 

love his brother” (1 John 4:20-21). 

John passes along Jesus’ rebuke to the church 

in Ephesus, “You have forsaken your first love” 

(Revelation 2:4). 

John reminds us that love is at the core of 

Christianity. Our obedience to God flows naturally out 

of our love for Him. John’s example shows that our 

role as pastors is to love our congregations as they 

progress toward spiritual maturity. Although at times 

they reject our love and resist our leadership, our love 

for them must remain unshaken. 
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Barnabas: “The Son of Encouragement” 

The spiritual gift of encouragement is highly 

undervalued. People seldom strive to be encouragers. 

It’s more natural to criticize and complain than build 

others up. And if we’re honest, encouragement seems 

pretty lame compared to cooler gifts like healing or 

speaking in tongues. 

Barnabas is one of the most important 

Christians who ever lived. And he was an encourager. 

He didn’t write any books of the Bible; he isn’t even a 

main character! But through his encouraging 

influence, the church received its greatest apostle and 

a Gospel author. He challenges us not to overlook the 

power of encouragement. 

Son of Encouragement 

Barnabas first appears while the believers are 

still in Jerusalem. He sells some property and donates 

the proceeds to the church. Luke introduces him as 

“Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles 

called Barnabas (which means Son of 

Encouragement)” (Acts 4:36).  

Barnabas is sent to Antioch when the church in 

Jerusalem hears that Greeks are believing the gospel. 

He is glad at what he sees and encourages them to 

remain faithful to Jesus. Here Luke describes him as 
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“a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith” (Acts 

11:22-24). 

Barnabas finds Saul in Tarsus and brings him 

to Antioch to teach. The church sends them to deliver 

a financial gift to the believers in Jerusalem. They 

return from their mission with another companion, 

John Mark (Acts 11:25-26, 29-30; 12:25). 

Barnabas and Saul are then sent on a 

missionary journey. They tour Cyprus and Turkey 

preaching the gospel, planting churches, and 

appointing elders (Acts 13 – 14). After this they are 

appointed to speak at the Jerusalem Council 

regarding circumcision (Acts 15:1-2, 12; Galatians 

2:1).   

Later they disagree so sharply that they part 

company. Barnabas sails for Cyprus with John Mark, 

and as far as we know never works with Paul again 

(Acts 15:35-40). Tradition tells us he founded the 

Cypriot Orthodox Church and was stoned to death in 

A. D. 61.   

Value of Encouragement 

Paul tells us to “encourage one another and 

build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11), and 

“encourage one another daily” (Hebrews 3:13). I 

suspect he learned the importance of encouragement 

from Barnabas.  
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It was Barnabas after all, who vouched for Saul 

and presented him to the apostles when they were 

afraid of him (Acts 9:26-27). It was Barnabas who 

established him as a teacher at Antioch. It was 

Barnabas who showed no hint of jealousy when he 

became Paul and took supremacy (Acts 13:42).  

Not only that, it was Barnabas who wanted to 

bring John Mark along a second time. This is probably 

because Mark was his cousin (Colossians 4:10). 

Although Paul had given up on him, he later said 

“[Mark] is helpful to me in my ministry” (2 Timothy 

4:11). And this same Mark likely wrote the Gospel of 

Mark! 

Barnabas isn’t a prominent Bible character. But 

he was an encouraging mentor to the apostle Paul and 

the author of Mark. Unfortunately, self-promotion 

happens in the church today. Many aspire to be 

“celebrity pastors.” What if we imitated Barnabas’ 

humility instead? What could happen if we embodied 

his desire for others to succeed? 
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Timothy: “Do Not Let Anyone Look 

Down on You” 

Timothy was a native of Lystra. He may have 

become a believer during Paul’s first visit there. By the 

time Paul returned, he had earned a good reputation 

among the believers. So Paul circumcised him and 

began taking him along on his journey (Acts 16:1-5). 

Timothy became Paul’s traveling companion 

and envoy to the churches. Paul often sent him ahead 

or left him behind on assignment. He is even 

mentioned as co-author in six of Paul’s letters!  

Timothy and Paul were extremely close. Paul 

refers to him as “my true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 

1:2) and “my dear son” (2 Timothy 1:2). This could 

also mean he was one of Paul’s converts.  

Paul commends him highly to the churches: “I 

have no one else like him…Timothy has proved 

himself, because as a son with his father he has served 

with me in the work of the gospel” (Philippians 2:20, 

22). 

Timothy’s final assignment was to oversee the 

churches in Ephesus. He was responsible for 

confronting false teachers and appointing godly 

leaders. Paul wrote 1 & 2 Timothy to advise him on 

church life and worship.   
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Unlike Paul, Timothy doesn’t seem to have a 

strong personality. Paul often encourages him to be 

bold (1 Timothy 4:12, 2 Timothy 1:7). He tells a 

church, “If Timothy comes, see to it that he has 

nothing to fear while he is with you” (1 Corinthians 

16:10). 

He also seems to struggle with health issues. 

Paul tells him to “use a little wine because of your 

stomach and your frequent illnesses” (1 Timothy 

5:23). 

But Timothy proved himself despite his 

shortcomings. It seems he was imprisoned for his 

ministry (Hebrews 13:23). And he was stoned to death 

at 80 years old for trying to halt a pagan parade by 

preaching the gospel. 

The Value of a Christian Upbringing  

Timothy’s life and ministry demonstrate the 

value of a Christian upbringing. Luke notes his 

mother was a believing Jew (Acts 16:1). Paul says, 

“Your sincere faith…first lived in your grandmother 

Lois and in your mother Eunice” (2 Timothy 1:5). He 

also says, “From infancy you have known the holy 

Scriptures” (2 Timothy 3:15). 

These two women never planted a church or 

undertook a missionary venture. But they were 

faithful to raise Timothy in the Lord. Because of that, 
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he became one of the greatest evangelists in church 

history! This should encourage us as Christian 

parents. It should also remind us not to forsake our 

own Christian upbringing.  

The Value of a Godly Mentor 

Timothy’s life and ministry also demonstrate 

the value of a godly mentor. Before Paul “adopted” 

him, he was timid and weak. But Paul forged him into 

a powerful leader. Through Paul, he received training 

and opportunities that brought out his potential for 

ministry. 

This is a good lesson for young pastors. If you 

are new to ministry, find someone who is older and 

more experienced to mentor you. If you are 

established in ministry, never underestimate the 

impact you could have by investing in a protégé.  

Boldness Can Be Learned 

Finally, Timothy’s life and ministry 

demonstrate that boldness can be learned. Some of us 

doubt whether we have the right personality for 

ministry. This is because we aren’t naturally bold and 

tend to avoid confrontation. It can be easy to read 

about Paul and think, “I could never be that 

confident!” 

Timothy wasn’t naturally bold either. But he 

learned how, and so can we. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
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make you bold. Begin asserting yourself and taking a 

stand. Learn to be at peace in the midst of conflict. 

And over time, your boldness will grow. 
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